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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2-9, 11 , 1 3, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over either Bellefleur (US 4,665,300) or Lee (US 6,057.526) in view of 
either Di Novo et al. (US 6.596,972) or Bogner et al. (US 6.750.429). 

Bellefleur discloses a wire feeder for supplying consumable welding wire to a 
welding gun in an arc welding unit, in which the wire feeder includes a housing H 
defining fonA^ard, reanA^ard. side, and base walls (2,4,8,10); a wire advancing 
mechanism F connected to housing H for feeding wire from a spool/reel housing 20 
containing a spool 34 of welding electrode wire 38 having a wire spool support 
connected to the rearward wall 10 of the housing H to the welding gun through a wire 
guide tube 126 in the forward wall 8 of housing H; and a removable cover portion (6,16) 
pivotally connected to the housing H (abstract; column 1, lines 50-68; column 2, lines 1- 
47 and 66-68; column 3, lines 1-68; column 4. lines 1-31 and 62-68; column 5, lines 1- 
24; and Figures 1 . 2, 4. and 5). 

Also. Lee discloses a wire feed system to automatically feed filler wire to a 
welding gun. in which the wire feed system 10 includes a housing 22 defining forward. 
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rearward, side, and base walls; a wire advancing mechanism (44,46,48) connected to 
housing 22 for feeding wire from a spool 34 of welding electrode wire 42 having a wire 
spool support rod 32 connected to a lower support surface 16 (base) of the housing 22 
to the welding gun through a wire guide tube 54 in the fonvard wall of housing 22; and a 
removable cover portion 24 pivotally connected by hinges 28 to the housing 22 
(abstract; column 1, lines 66-67; column 2, lines 1-28; column 3, lines 11-26; column 4, 
lines 5-67; column 5. lines 1-22; and Figures 1-4). 

Neither Bellefleur nor Lee specifically discloses a storage tray formed within 
(integral with) the housing adjacent an upper end of the housing. 

However, Di Novo et al. disclose a welding accessory arrangement, in which the 
arrangement includes a tool storage tray 48 formed within (integral with) the upper 
portion of the housing 10, such that the tool storage tray is advantageous for 
conveniently holding one or more welding tools and/or accessories (abstract; column 6, 
lines 22-47; column 7, lines 20-23; column 8, lines 15-27; and Figures 1 and 6). 

Also, Bogner et al. disclose a storage compartment for storing welding-type 
accessories, in which the storage compartment includes a storage tray 205 within a 
drawer assembly 102 that is located within (integral with) the upper portion of the 
housing 101 , such that the storage tray within the drawer assembly is advantageous for 
storage of a welding torch and other welding accessories (abstract; column 1, lines 6- 
10; column 2, lines 15-67; column 3, lines 1-35; column 4, line 7 through column 6, line 
44; and Figures 1 and 2). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to modify either of the wire feeders disclosed by 
Bellefleur or Lee, by adding a storage tray formed within (integral with) the housing 
adjacent an upper end of the housing, as taught Individually by Dl Novo et al. and 
Bogner et al., in order to conveniently hold one or more welding tools and/or 
accessories (Di Novo et al.; column 6, lines 22-47; column 7, lines 20-23; and column 8, 
lines 15-27), and in order to provide storage for a welding torch and other welding 
accessories (Bogner et al.; column 1, lines 6-10; column 2, lines 29-67; column 3, lines 
1-25; column 5, lines 48-60; and column 6, lines 19-44). 

3. Claims 2, 5-11,1 3, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kensrue (US 2004/0200819) in view of either Di Novo et al. (US 
6,596.972) or Bogner et al. (US 6,750.429). 

Kensme discloses a welding wire dispensing assembly that feeds welding wire to 
a welding gun. In which the welding wire dispensing assembly includes a housing 
(cabinet 12) defining fonA^ard, rean«vard, side, and base walls; a dividing wall (onto which 
a spool of welding wire is attached) extending between the fonvard and reanvard 
housing walls; a wire advancing mechanism 16 (with associated wire feeder control 
mechanisms) connected to housing 12 for feeding wire from a spool (2.6) of welding 
electrode wire (Figure 1) having a wire spool support connected to the housing 12 to the 
welding gun through a wire guide tube 14 in the fonA/ard wall of housing 12; and a 
removable cover portion pivotally connected by hinges (Figure 1) to the housing 12 for 
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covering the wire advancing mechanism 16 (abstract; paragraphs [0043]-[0045]: and 
Figure 1). Kensrue does not specifically disclose a storage tray fornied within (integral 
with) the housing adjacent an upper end of the housing. 

However, Di Novo et al. disclose a welding accessory an-angement, in which the 
arrangement includes a tool storage tray 48 formed within (integral with) the upper 
portion of the housing 10, such that the tool storage tray is advantageous for 
conveniently holding one or more welding tools and/or accessories (abstract; column 6, 
lines 22-47; column 7, lines 20-23; column 8, lines 15-27; and Figures 1 and 6). 

Also, Bogner et al. disclose a storage compartment for storing welding-type 
accessories, in which the storage compartment includes a storage tray 205 within a 
drawer assembly 102 that is located within (integral with) the upper portion of the 
housing 101 , such that the storage tray within the drawer assembly is advantageous for 
storage of a welding torch and other welding accessories (abstract; column 1 , lines 6- 
10; column 2, lines 15-67; column 3, lines 1-35; column 4, line 7 through column 6, line 
44; and Figures 1 and 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to modify the wire feeder disclosed by Kensrue, by 
adding a storage tray formed within (integral with) the housing adjacent an upper end of 
the housing, as taught individually by Di Novo et al. and Bogner et al., in order to 
conveniently hold one or more welding tools and/or accessories (Di Novo et al.; column 
6, lines 22-47; column 7, lines 20-23; and column 8, lines 15-27), and in order to provide 
storage for a welding torch and other welding accessories (Bogner et al.; column 1 , 
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lines 6-10; column 2, lines 29-67; column 3, lines 1-25; column 5. lines 48-60; and 
column 6, lines 19-44). 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over any one 
of Bellefleur (US 4.665.300), Lee (US 6,057,526). or Kensrue (US 2004/0200819). in 
view of either Di Novo et al. (US 6,596.972) or Bogner et al. (US 6.750.429), as applied 
to claim 2 above, and further in view of Grimm et al. (US 5,836,539). 

Bellefleur, Lee, and Kensrue (individually taken in view of either Di Novo et al. or 
Bogner et al.) disclose and/or suggest the elements of independent claim 2. Neither 
Bellefleur, Lee, Kensrue, Di Novo et al., nor Bogner et al. specifically discloses a ball 
bearing inlet guide mechanism (through which wire is fed) mounted on the housing. 

However. Grimm et al. disclose an inlet guide mechanism for a wire feeder, in 
which the inlet guide comprises a ball bearing inlet guide mechanism (race 200 holding 
spherical balls 210 adjacent ball bearing 220) through which wire W is fed, with the ball 
bearing inlet guide mechanism being advantageous for having long life (hardened 
stainless steel) and for preventing surface scuffing or damage to the incoming wire 
(abstract; column 1, lines 54-67; column 2, lines 1-67; column 3, lines 1-12 and 59-67; 
column 4, lines 1-67; column 5, lines 1-60; and Figures 4-8 and 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to modify either of the wire feeders disclosed by any 
one of Bellefleur. Lee. or Kensrue. by adding a storage tray formed within (integral with) 
the housing adjacent an upper end of the housing, as taught individually by DI Novo et 
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al. and Bogner et al.. in order to conveniently hold one or more welding tools and/or 
accessories (Di Novo et al.; column 6, lines 22-47; column 7, lines 20-23; and column 8, 
lines 15-27). and in order to provide storage for a welding torch and other welding 
accessories (Bogner et al.; column 1, lines 6-10; column 2, lines 29-67; column 3, lines 
1-25; column 5, lines 48-60; and column 6, lines 19-44), and by further using a ball 
bearing inlet guide mechanism, as taught by Grimm et al., in order to obtain long life of 
the ball bearing and to prevent surface scuffing or damage to the incoming wire (Grimm 
et al.; column 1. lines 54-67; and column 2, lines 1-10 and 50-55). 

5. Claims 14-20 and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over any one of Bellefleur (US 4,665,300), Lee (US 6,057,526), or 
Kensrue (US 2004/0200819), in view of either Di Novo et al. (US 6.596.972) or Bogner 
et al. (US 6,750,429), as applied to claims 2 and 13 above, and further in view of Luo et 
al. (US 6.705,563). 

Bellefleur, Lee, and Kensrue (individually taken in view of either Di Novo et al. or 
Bogner et al.) disclose and/or suggest the elements of independent claim 2. Neither 
Bellefleur. Lee, Kensrue. Di Novo et al., nor Bogner et al. specifically discloses an 
elevated member extending from a wire spool support tray (base tray having side walls ), 
and a spool retention member connected to the elevated member. 

However, Luo et al. disclose an open shipyard wire feeder, in which the wire 
feeder 10 includes a wire spool support tray (base tray having side walls , or bottom 
panel 32) having brackets 110 pivotally mounted to removably connected pivot pins 114 
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(bolts); elevated members (spool supports 90 operable to hold a welding gun 224) that 
integrally cooperate to hold wire spool 100 to be rotatable around a spool axis 102 
(central opening of a spool of welding wire to rotate freely); a router portion that includeis 
a plurality of openings through which wire and cable pass; and a spool retention 
member (cooperating latch component 104, tapered nose 106, and locking groove 108) 
attached to the elevated members, such that the elevated member extending from the 
wire spool support tray (base tray having side walls) and the spool retention member 
connected to the elevated member are advantageous for rotatably retaining the wire 
spool relative to the frame, for allowing the spool to rotate about the spool axis, and for 
allowing easy access without weakening the frame (abstract; column 2, line 52 through 
column 5, line 49; column 6, line 28 through column 9, line 53; column 10, lines 25-57; 
and Figures 1-6, 9, and 10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to modify either of the wire feeders disclosed by any 
one of Bellefleur, Lee, or Kensme, by adding a storage tray formed within (integral with) 
the housing adjacent an upper end of the housing, as taught individually by Di Novo et 
al. and Bogner et al., in order to conveniently hold one or more welding tools and/or 
accessories (Di Novo et al.; column 6. lines 22-47; column 7, lines 20-23; and column 8, 
lines 15-27), and in order to provide storage for a welding torch and other welding 
accessories (Bogner et al.; column 1 , lines 6-10; column 2, lines 29-67; column 3, lines 
1-25; column 5, lines 48-60; and column 6, lines 19-44), and by further using the 
elevated member extending from the wire spool support tray (base tray having side 
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walls ) and the spool retention member connected to the elevated member, as taught by 
Luo et a!., in order to rotatably retain the wire spool relative to the frame, to allow the 
spool to rotate about the spool axis, and to allow easy access without weakening the 
frame (Luo et al.; abstract; column 2, lines 52-64; and column 3, lines 40-60). 

6. Claims 14, 16, 17, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over any one of Bellefleur (US 4,665,300), Lee (US 6,057,526), or 
Kensrue (US 2004/0200819). in view of either Di Novo et al. (US 6,596,972) or Bogner 
et al. (US 6,750,429), as applied to claims 2 and 13 above, and further in view of 
Rousculp et al. (US 5,060,882). 

Bellefleur, Lee, and Kensrue (individually taken in view of either Di Novo et al. or 
Bogner et al.) disclose and/or suggest the elements of independent claim 2. Neither 
Bellefleur, Lee, Kensrue, Di Novo et al., nor Bogner et al. specifically discloses an 
elevated member extending from a wire spool support tray (base tray having side walls ), 
and a spool retention member connected to the elevated member. 

However, Rousculp et al. disclose a wire supply reel support device, in which the 
support device includes a wire spool support tray (base tray 66 having side walls ) 
having detents 74 extending through openings 78; elevated members (spool support 
posts 70) that integrally cooperate to hold wire reel B to be rotatable around a reel axis 
X (central opening of a reel of welding wire to rotate freely); and a spool retention 
member (cooperating annular end bearing grooves 102) attached to the elevated 
members, such that the elevated member extending from the wire spool support tray 
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(base tray having side walls ) and the spool retention member cx)nnected to the elevated 
member are advantageous for obtaining uniform rate of wire feeding, for preventing 
overrunning of the spindle on stoppage, and for accurate mounting of the spool on the 
bearing groove surfaces (abstract; column 2, line 5 through column 4, line 68; column 5. 
lines 1-10 and 38-68; column 6, line 1 through column 9, line 27; and Figures 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to modify either of the wire feeders disclosed by any 
one of Bellefleur, Lee, or Kensrue, by adding a storage tray formed within (integral with) 
the housing adjacent an upper end of the housing, as taught individually by Di Novo et 
al. and Bogner et al., in order to conveniently hold one or more welding tools and/or 
accessories (Di Novo et al.; column 6, lines 22-47; column 7, lines 20-23; and column 8, 
lines 1 5-27), and in order to provide storage for a welding torch and other welding 
accessories (Bogner et al.; column 1, lines 6-10; column 2, lines 29-67; column 3, lines 
1-25; column 5, lines 48-60; and column 6. lines 19-44), and by further using the 
elevated member extending from the wire spool support tray (base tray having side 
walls) and the spool retention member connected to the elevated member, as taught by 
Rousculp et al., in order to obtain uniform rate of wire feeding, to prevent overrunning of 
the spindle on stoppage, and to obtain accurate mounting of the spool on the bearing 
groove surfaces (Rousculp et a!,; abstract; and column 3, lines 1-46). 



Allowable Subject Matter 
7. Claims 1 and 22-25 are allowed. 



Application/Control Number: 10/800,928 



Art Unit: 1725 



Page 1 1 



Response to Arguments 

8. The examiner acknowledges the applicant's amendment and replacement 
drawing sheets received by the USPTO on June 15, 2006. The amendments and 
replacement drawing sheets overcome prior objections to the drawings, specification, 
and claims. In addition, the amendments to the claims overcome all prior 35 USC 
102(b)/(e) rejections. The applicant has cancelled claim 21. Claims 1 and 22-25 have 
been indicated above as allowable subject matter. Claims 1-20 and 22-32 are currently 
under consideration in the application. 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-20 and 26-32 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dr. Kevin P. Kerns whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 178. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am- 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on (571) 272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Kevin P. Kerns / 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1725 
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